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By Steven Higgs 

The costs associated with the 

autism epidemic are often hard 

to quantify. No dollar amount 

can be broadly ascribed to the 

personal, familial and social 

costs that will be extracted by 

the generation of disabled kids 

America has produced since 

the Reagan Revolution of the 

early 1980s. No one claims to 

know for sure how many of 

them there are, let alone what 

they cost. 

But 30 years worth of data 

recorded in annual "Special 

Education Statistical Reports" 

from the Indiana Department 

of Education (DoE) offer some 

hints. And when the State 

Board of Education approves 

the 2009-2010 Report on Feb. 

2, 2010, it will mark the 32d 

year in a row that special ed 

funding has risen in Indiana. 

Not once since the state 

started funding special ed in 

the 1978-79 school year has it 

decreased. Thirty-one years 

ago, the level was $42.5 

million. The latest report puts 

this year's at $462.9 million. 

Funding for autistic students, 

which likewise has never 

decreased, accounts for 

roughly 16 percent of that 

total. 

By law, school districts across 

the state are mandated to 

identify special-needs students 

and to provide them with a 

" f ree  and  appropr i a te 

education," known in the field 

as FAPE, according to Dawn 

McGrath, coordinator of 

special education for the DoE. 

The schools also must track 

and report what they find to 

s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l 

governments, which use it to 

calculate how much funding 

each district gets for special 

ed programming. 

The schools receive funding 

for 16 different categories of 

special education in one of 

three amounts -- $8,300, 

$2,250 or $531. Eight 

categories receive the 

$ 8 , 30 0 - l e v e l  f u n d i n g , 

including Autism Spectrum 

Disorders. Five categories 

are funded at the $2,250 

level, three at $531. 

McGrath said funding is 

distributed by diagnosis, not 

in lump sums to school 

districts. "It's based on the 

pupil count," she said. "It's 

the special ed numbers." 

To read more... 

PUZZLE 

PIECES 
February 2010 

Volume3, Issue 2 

Business 

Name 

 

Planning for Your 

Child’s Future 

 

Thursday, February 18 

presented by  

Gordon Homes, 

Met Life 

 

Social skills group will 
meet and child care is 

provided.  Send your 

RSVP to Sheila@jcasg.org  
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Sensory Friendly Film: 

Saturday, February 6 

 

The Tooth 
Fairy 

 

AMC Greenwood 14 

10AM 

Autism Drives Special Ed Funding 

April 10, 2010 

Autism Expo 

The 2010 Autism Expo will 
be held on March 20 from 
1 0 am—1 p m  a t  T h e 
Fountains in Carmel.  This is 
a free, all-about-autism 
e v e n t  f o r  f a m i l i e s , 
professionals and anyone 
else involved in the autism 

community.   

There will be  over 100 
vendors with great exhibits, 

special products for sale and 
IndyMoms KidzKorner  - an 

area just for kids.   

The event is presented by 
Easter Seals Crossroads in 
partnership with the Autism 
Society of  Indiana.  It is 
fabulous opportunity to gather 
information about therapy 
providers, treatment options, 
GFCF diet products, support 

groups, extra curricular 

activities and more.   

Registration is not required. 

For more information about 

the event, contact: 

Dana Renay 
317-658-2973 

info@inautism.org 

http://www.doe.in.gov/exceptional/speced/statistics.html
http://www.doe.in.gov/exceptional/speced/statistics.html
http://www.bloomingtonalternative.com/articles/2010/01/31/10298
http://jcasg.org/assets/files/pdf/MetLife.pdf
http://jcasg.org/assets/files/pdf/MetLife.pdf
mailto:sheila@jcasg.org?subject=Otte%20golf
http://jcasg.org/assets/files/pdf/Expo10.pdf
http://crossroads.easterseals.com/site/PageServer?pagename=INCN_Autism_Services
http://www.autism-society.org/site/Clubs?club_id=1259&sid=9230&pg=event
http://www.autism-society.org/site/Clubs?club_id=1259&sid=9230&pg=event
mailto:info@inautism.org
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Behavior Modification 
Saturday, March 13, 2010 
Find out everything you need 
to know about prompting, 
fading and shaping and how to 
use these tools to encourage 
independent behavior in your 
child. Discover the most 
effective ways to conduct a 
task analysis and how to 
simplify tasks for your child 
through the forward and 
backward chain modeling. 

For information on sessions 
3—7 or to register, download 
the brochure. 

Damar Autism Family Training Series 
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Registration is now open for 
Damar's 2010 Autism Family 
Training Series presented by 
autism specialist Kristin 
Harmon, clinical supervisor 
of Autism Services at Damar. 
The series includes seven 
m o n t h l y  w o r k s h o p s 
b e g i n n i n g  S a t u r d a y , 
February 13 that explore 
various relevant topics 
related to autism spectrum 
disorders and is sponsored 
by Autism Advocates of 
Indiana.  
 
The first two sessions focus 
on behavior: 
 

Introduction to Behavior 
Supports 
Saturday, February 13, 2010 
Get basic information about 
autism spectrum disorders, 
including facts vs. myths, 
what the latest research 
reveals and best practices 
related to children with 
autism. Explore the functions 
of behavior (“Why is my child 
doing these things?”) and 
how to conduct Functional 
Behavior Assessments. 
Learn how to identify 
appropriate reinforcers for 
your child and how to use 
them to promote positive 
behaviors. 

The Hamilton County 
Autism Support Group 
would like to announce the 
date and theme for our 
Annual April Community 
Awareness Event. 

Date: Saturday, April 17th, 
2010 

Location: Hamilton SE 
High School Auditorium 

Time: 4:00-6:00pm 

If you are an individual 
with autism and are 
interested in sharing your 
talent, please go to 
www.jcasg.org to get a 
registration form. There 
will be a limited number of 
entries accepted due to 
the time allowed for the 
performance. 

If you have a talent such 

Voices of the Spectrum 

as art that would be hard 
to portray on stage, but 
you would like to display it 
for others to see, 
arrangements will be 
made for you to have a 
booth to show off your 
talent. 

HCASG will meet with you 
for planning purposes and 
as a time to share your 
story and talent. More 
information wil l  be 
coming. 

HCASG also offers a Girls 
on the Spectrum Group, 
Sibling Support Program, 
monthly  meetings and a 
newsletter. 

Please contact Jane 
G r i m e s  f o r  m o r e 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a t 
janegrimes@hcasg.org 

http://jcasg.com/assets/files/pdf/Damar.pdf
http://www.damar.org/about_profile.cfm?profileID=17
http://www.damar.org/about_profile.cfm?profileID=17
http://www.hcasg.org/
mailto:janegrimes@hcasg.org?subject=Voices%20on%20the%20Spectrum
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JCASG has events planned 
throughout the coming months. 

Plan on joining us! 

 

 2/ 18 Gordon Homes, 

Estate Planning 

 3/18  Dr. Eugene Justus, 

Biomedical treatment  

 4/10 Pedal for Pieces bike 

ride 

 4/15 Autism Awareness 
Celebration—more 

details to come 

 4/24 Crop Out Autism 

 5/20 Transition Planning, 

Dan Mustard 

 

Upcoming 

Events 

609 Treybourne Dr.  Suite D 

Greenwood, IN 46142 

Board of Directors: 

Amanda Cooper, President 

Sheila Benham, Vice-President 

Michele Cook, Secretary 

Angela Coy, Treasurer 

Jason Bilsland 

Debbie Miller 

John Henderson 

We’re on the web!   

http://www.jcasg.org 
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Dad’s Club 
 
 
The next Dad’s Club meeting 
will be held Thursday, February 
11 at 7 p.m. in the library at Mt. 
Auburn United Methodist.    
  
For more information, contact 
Jason Bilsland at:  

(317) 946-8541 – cell 

(317) 882-2794 – home 

bilsland1@sbcglobal.net 

Temple 

Grandin 
 
HBO Films presents Temple 
Grand in  on Saturday, 
February 6 at 8pm.  The 
movie stars Claire Danes and 
chronicle’s Grandin’s story. At 
a time when autism was 
relatively unheard of, the film 
begins  with her diagnosis and 
continues through her life 
journey .   

New Resource 

Education.com and the Autism Society have collaborated to bring 
articles on the most current topics of interest to teachers, parents, 
professionals, and individuals with autism spectrum disorders.  

You will find articles relating to ... 

 Strategies and solutions for the classroom 

 Guidance and support for parents 

 Inspirational and motivational stories written by individuals 

with an autism spectrum disorder 
You will also find topics highlighting ...  

 Social life 

 School performance 

 Interventions 

 Life after high school 

 Personal reflection 

With everything from learning supplements to articles written by 
teachers and professionals, Education.com is the support center 
for parents — equipping you with essential tools to make learning 
more enjoyable for your child. 

For an in-depth look into these articles, or for more helpful 
information relating to autism and Asperger Syndrome, please 
visit http://www.education.com/special-edition/aspergers. 

http://www.jcasg.org
http://www.jcasg.org/
mailto:bilsland1@sbcglobal.net?subject=dad's%20club
http://www.hbo.com/#/movies/temple-grandin
http://www.hbo.com/#/movies/temple-grandin
http://www.education.com/special-edition/aspergers
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As part of our April Autism Awareness Celebration, we would like to 

recognize a member of our community who has gone above and beyond in 

serving a child with autism.  If you know of a teacher, therapist or 

community volunteer that you feel deserves to be recognized for their 

efforts, please complete the following.  

 

Name:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Employer or Organization:  _____________________________________________________ 

Occupation or Position:  _______________________________________________________ 

Why they deserve to win:  ______________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Your name:  _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Nominations can be mailed to: 

JCASG 
609 Treybourne Drive, Suite D 

Greenwood, IN  46142 
 

Or emailed to Amanda@jcasg.org. 

 

 

The winner will be announced and the award presented at our Autism Awareness Celebration 

on Thursday, April 15.  (Winner will be contacted prior to 4/15/10.) 

mailto:amanda@jcasg.org?subject=Nomination

